Structural and pharmacological aspects of the GABAA receptor: involvement in behavioral pathogenesis.
The gamma-aminobutyric acidA (GABAA) receptor is a complex hetero-oligomeric protein. It is composed of several subunits which assemble to form a functional chloride channel. The precise molecular organization of the receptor is as yet unknown. In the first part, we review recent literature dealing with the molecular and pharmacological aspects of the GABAA receptor, the second part will review some of the pathologies probably associated with gene defects and/or quantitative differential expression of transcripts encoding GABAA receptor subunits.